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NAMDEB DONATES SCHOOL BUILDING TO GOVERNMENT

As part of finding a sustainable long-term solution to schooling in Oranjemund, Namdeb
donated a fully equipped secondary school to the Ministry of Education Arts and Culture
(MoEAC) with a value of approximately N$17 million. The company officially handed over the
school at a ceremony held in Oranjemund today. The school previously formed part of the
Oranjemund Private School, and after due consultation and engagement, it was decided that
the future needs of the community will be better served by donating the infrastructure to
government. Previously a mine-owned town, Oranjemund was exclusively founded for the
accommodation of personnel in support of the diamond mining operations. In addition to
providing accommodation, the mine also had to provide all other services including education
and medical services. The Oranjemund Private School (OPS) was subsequently established to
address the education requirements of employees’ children. OPS provided education from
Grade 0 to Grade 12 but also addresses early child development for children ages 4 and 5. In
2009 OPS systematically incorporated a secondary school. OPS was significantly subsidized
and financially reliant on Namdeb.
The recent proclamation of Oranjemund as a town, necessitated a change in approach and
Namdeb decided to re-look at the mine’s role in the town and community. In parallel with this,
government also identified the increased need for public schooling and in 2014, a new public
school, Ambrosius Amutenya Combined School (AACS), opened its doors in Oranjemund.
AACS was also extensively supported by Namdeb and the school used buildings that Namdeb
converted to class rooms for this purpose. It however became apparent that the secondary
schooling in the town was sub-optimal, and as a result, Namdeb and the government
collaborated in combining the two secondary schools into one new combined public secondary
school. This donation by Namdeb enables the new school to kick off on a high note with topclass education facilities.

Speaking at the event today, Namdeb CEO, Mr. Riaan Burger, said the two parties, Namdeb
and MoEAC, have demonstrated that a win-win solutions can be found if working together.
Burger also said “The decision for Namdeb to donate part of the Oranjemund Private School
infrastructure is guided by our support for the provision of quality education for all in Namibia
and the option of a combined secondary school was the most suitable alternative for the
company and the community.” He further added that it is only when stakeholders such as
these come together that a win-win solution can be achieved.
The Deputy Minister of Education Hon Anna Nghipondoka, who also attended the event, said
“The successful provision of education is a joint venture by government, business community,
parents and all our partners in education. I would thus like to call upon other companies to
follow the example of NAMDEB here today”. Hon. Nghipondoka closed off by reiterating her
gratitude towards NAMDEB and declaring the new school !Garibams Secondary School
officially inaugurated.
The new secondary school is already in full operation with a total of 262 children enrolled.
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NAMDEB DIAMOND CORPORATION (PTY) LTD Namdeb is a wholly owned subsidiary of Namdeb (Proprietary Limited Holdings which is owned in
equal shares (50:50) by the Government of the Republic of Namibia and De Beers. Namdeb performs land-based prospecting (exploration), mining
and rehabilitation operation and services for Namdeb Holdings. Namdeb has eight mining licenses which cover 15 789 square kilometers. The
heart of the operations is along the southwest coast of Namibia with the main land-based operations in Oranjemund and satellite mines near
Lüderitz and along the Orange River. Several types of innovative mining techniques are employed to extract diamonds from alluvial deposits of ore
bodies. Namdeb is proud to be a significant contributor to the Namibian economy. In line with Namdeb’s efforts to mine to 2050 and beyond,
avenues will continue to be explored to create a more sustainable impact in support of Namibia’s Fourth National Development Plan (NDP4) which
paves the way towards achieving the Vision 2030 goals. Namdeb remains committed to being the pride of Namibia’s Mining.

